Name:________________________________
Examining American Culture Rubric
Genre:  Expository Writing

	
	Advanced
	Adequate
	Developing
	Beginning

	Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics
	Essay has almost no errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling that distract the reader.
	Essay has very few errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
	Essay has some distracting errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
	Essay has many distracting errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

	Voice
	Unique anthropologist point of view shows through whole piece.  A strong connection is made with the reader and the tone is perfect for the purpose and audience.
	Anthropologist point of view shows through parts of the piece.  A connection is made with the reader and the tone is acceptable for the purpose and audience.
	An anthropologist’s point of view is somewhat unclear.  A weak connection is made with the reader and the tone is not connected to the purpose or audience.
	An anthropologist’s point of view is mostly unclear.  No connection is made with the reader and the tone is not connected to the purpose or audience.

	Word Choice
	Words are well chosen and make the message totally clear; words are vivid and leave a lasting impression.  Strong verbs give the writing energy and phrases are used in an original way to create powerful images. 
	Most words are used correctly and help make the message clear; some words leave an impression.  Some verbs are strong, and some phrases are used in an original way.
	A few words may not be used correctly, and words are more ordinary than vivid.  Some words may be repeated too much.  The verbs lack energy.  A few phrases are used in an original way.
	Many words are confusing to the reader, or very bland.  Words are ordinary and repeated too much.  The verbs blend into the writing and do not create energy.  The piece needs different and better words throughout.

	Ideas
	Thoughtful evidence and sentences develop the main idea of each paragraph in an understandable way.  The purpose of the essay is very clear.
	Sufficient evidence and sentences develop the main idea of each paragraph, but in a general way.  Purpose of essay is clear.
	Supporting evidence is used, but might not develop the main idea of each paragraph in an appropriate way.  Essay is weakly explained.
	Paragraphs fail to develop the main idea.  The purpose of the essay is very unclear.  
Essay may be missing one or more paragraphs.




